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	Unit: 2.1 The Bible. Why is it such a special book? 

Suggested number of hours 10 (6+4)

	Christian Concepts
God – Creation – Fall – People of God – Incarnation – Gospel – Salvation – Kingdom of God

The Bible is the source of Christian belief and teaching therefore each one of the concepts can be found in the Bible.

	The aim of this unit is to:
· widen the children’s understanding of the Bible, its contents, presentation and importance to Christians.
· Begin to develop children’s understanding of holy books from faiths other than Christianity and their significance in the lives of believers. 

	Christian Values
Faith
Reverence
Respect
Wisdom

	Key Skills
Enquire
Investigate
Analyse 
Evaluate 

	Key Questions  
· Why is the Bible special?
· Why does the vicar/minister think that the Bible is special?
· Which Bible stories do you enjoy?  Why?
· Who uses the Bible? Why?
· The Bible is in two parts which are different. Why/how are they different?


	Key Vocabulary   
Bible, Old Testament, New Testament, Holy, Gospel, Word of God, Mary Jones, Dead Sea Scrolls 

	Key Experiences
Opportunity to look at and handle many different Bibles.  
Look at the Bible as a library.
Hear stories from both Testaments and know where they can be found. 
Hear about the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
Hear and discuss the story of Mary Jones.


	Link to Understanding Christianity 
There is no direct link to an Understanding Christianity unit.

	To Begin with 





Lesson 1:
Children need to bring their own special books into school
This unit is all about discovering more about the Bible as a whole book and why for Christians it is the most important book and for many their most treasured position, rather than exploring the actual content and impact of the Bible text. 

Do the children have a special/favourite book? 
Begin by discussing with the children what their special/favourite books are and why they are special.  Children may mention here the Bible and holy books from faiths other than Christianity.
Display a collection of both your own and the children’s special books, include holy books from faiths other than Christianity, if appropriate.
Why are they special?
How do we look after them? Where do we keep them?
When do we look at them?
Were they gifts, expensive or heirlooms?
Do they evoke memories?
Are they your favourite stories?
Do they have beautiful pictures?
Look carefully at the books during a circle time, talking about them with the children. Record in your class RE scrapbook

Lesson 2:
Organise with Rector Martin to come into class. Why do you think the Bible is special?
What does holy mean?
The Bible is the Christian special and Holy Book. Why is it special? Why is the Bible called called holy? 
Make a collection and display of Bibles – old, new, picture Bibles, different sizes and languages.
The children may be allowed to bring into school Bibles from home. 
What do they look like? Are they all the same? How do we know they are special? Are some more special than others?
Who uses a Bible? Why? When? Where do we find them? 
Which Bible do they like best? Why? ‘I like … because …’
Who reads/uses a Bible? Why? When? 
Record individually ‘I think….
With Rector Martin…
Ask a member of clergy to bring into school their collection of Bibles. Ask them to talk briefly about how and when the Bible is used in church and in their own daily lives. They could bring the large Bible from the church lectern to show the children. 
Why does the vicar think the Bible is special?
Give the children opportunity to prepare and ask questions.
Record in your class RE scrapbook
.’

Lesson 3:
The Bible is a library of books. Make a display of a library shelf of books with the name of the books of the Bible written down the spine of each book. 
Explain about the Old and New testament.
Name some Bible stories from the Old and New testament. Which ones have you heard of? Recognise the name of?

Or use cereal boxes as books and put the name down the edge of the box. Challenge the children to collect 66 boxes and line them up in the hall or across the playground. Where possible put an object or picture inside the box that represents the contents of that book of the Bible. e.g.
Genesis – animals for creation; Psalms – a song book; Esther – a beautiful dress; Isaiah – a microphone; Song of Solomon – poem about love; Daniel – a lion; 1 & 2 Kings – a crown; Joshua – a brick; Judges – picture of a judge; Matthew – Wise men (magi); Luke – a cross
Romans – a letter 
Don’t forget to take a photo
The Bible is full of stories.  
If possible place smaller thin Bible story books inside the large full Bible so the children understand that the individual stories they have heard frequently all originate in the one big book. 
Who are these stories about?  Which are your favourite stories?  
Enjoy reading and listening to Bible stories.
Which stories do we find in the Old Testament? 
Which stories do we find in the New Testament?
Record in your class RE scrapbook

Extras:
Make a display of characters from each Testament. 
Make your own class ‘Bible’ of favourite stories. 
Record as a class 
Tell Bible stories to each other and dramatize them. 
This is how the stories were first passed on.  
Don’t forget to take photos
Which Bible stories do you think are the most important? Why?
Record individually






Explore the Text 
Lesson 4: 
The Bible is the ‘biggest story’. It is God’s big story from creation through to salvation and revelation. 
Link the panels of your big frieze to the appropriate sections of the Bible. You could use the library shelf you made earlier. Make links between the children’s favourite Bible stories and the big frieze. 
Creation 	Genesis
Fall 	

People of God 	Old Testament 

Incarnation
Gospel                	Gospels 
Salvation 
	Paul’s Letters
Kingdom of God 	Revelation

You may find these two books very useful;
The Garden, the Curtain and the Cross by Carl Laferton published by The Good Book Company ISBN 978-1-78498-0212-2
The Biggest Story by Kevin DeYoung Published by Crossway ISBN 978-1-4335-4244-2
 
Lesson 5:
Originally the Bible was written on many scrolls, not in a book. Jesus read from the scroll of Isaiah when he went to the synagogue. (Luke 4:14-21)

The dead sea scroll power point
[bookmark: _GoBack]
https://answersingenesis.org/kids/bible/dead-sea-scrolls/ 
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/religions/deadseascrolls.htm 
http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/isaiah the scroll!
http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/ 

Tell the story of the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in the caves at Qumran. 
Imagine accidentally discovering, in a cave, clay pots full of Bible scrolls that were over 2000 years old. Well, that is exactly what happened in 1947 to Muhammed edh-Dhib  a young man who was looking after goats near Qumran, 13 miles east of Jerusalem. He threw a stone into a cave with the intention of coercing a stray animal to come out, instead he heard the sound of breaking pottery. He went in to investigate and found many jars containing scrolls including the book of Isaiah. 
Look at the pictures of the caves in Qumran and the scrolls. 
Wow! Imagine making this discovery. The children could rewrite the story from the point of view of the young goat herder on to a scroll (cross curricular literacy link). 
Record individually
How do you think Bible scholars felt about this discovery?
Over 15,000 scrolls and fragments of scrolls were found in 11 caves. 

Discover the impact
Lesson 6:
The Bible is read all over the world. It is the world’s best seller. The Bible has been translated into many languages. However, there are 6,912 known languages in the world and 4,400 are still waiting for even one book of the Bible. 
There are always incredible stories to be found on the Bible society web site www.biblesociety.org.uk . At the time of writing among the reports from their work in China was the story of Xinnian. She has been a Christian for 20 years but her Bible was destroyed by her husband 14 years ago because he objected to her being a Christian. Last year she heard that a team from the Bible Society were visiting a village near her home, so she walked two hours across the countryside to get a new Bible. She was overjoyed, “Today, I am so happy to get a Bible.” 
The Bible used to be a banned book in China, now it is a best seller. 
If possible arrange for a representative from the Gideons (www.gideons.org.uk ) or Bible Society (www.biblesociety.org.uk ) to show the children Bibles in other languages. Ask them to tell the children stories about how people have had to hide Bibles and read them in secret, how excited people are when they receive a Bible of their own, how their organisation has members worldwide working to share the Bible with everyone. If the children are interested you could raise money for the Bible Society to send a Bible abroad. 
Record comments in your class RE scrapbook
YouTube BBC Teach ‘What is the Christian Holy Bible?’ Religious Studies My Life My Religion: Christianity. This film draws everything together. 

Extra:
Challenge the children to design a book jacket for a Bible.  
Ask them to consider the picture, title and blurb on the back.
Record individually or in groups 

Make the Connection
Lesson 7:
Read the story of Mary Jones and her Bible. (http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/uploads/content/projects/mary_jones_story.pdf 
Video on You Tube http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EP6qFQyzCGA)
 Discuss why she made such an effort to get her own Bible. Make the connection to Christian values.  
Would you have done this? Why? Is there a reason that would make the children may behave in this way? Is there something so important that they would save up and walk miles?
Record individually
How do we get our Bibles?
Make reference back to your discussions about the story of Xinnian in China who walked two hours to get a new Bible. (Discover the impact) 

The actions of Mary Jones led to the setting up of the Bible Society. She didn’t know that would happen but her actions have made a huge impact on the lives of thousands of Christian people worldwide. What do the children think about this information? Mary Jones made a difference and so could they. Look at the words of the Fischy music song “Make a difference” Discuss in what ways the pupils can make a difference. 
Record individually
The story and discussions about Mary Jones could possibly make up the content of a school act of collective worship

Why might a Christian say that the Bible is their most treasured possession? 
What do the children regard as their most treasured possession? Why?
Record Individually

What is so special about the Bible?


	[image: World Faiths]Do people of other faiths have holy books?
Non-Christian Faith Unit  – Holy Books                                          4 hours.

	After your topic on the Bible, spend time exploring the importance of holy books in other religions.
Lesson 8:
Set up the Qu’ran with prayer mat and other artefacts. Explain about how to handle the Qu’ran. Explain about the key rules and messages. How is this different to the Bible?
Allow children to discuss and ask questions.

Lesson 9:
Can you remember the Muslim special book we looked at last week. What was it called?
Set up a Torah and other artefacts. Explain how to handle the Torah. Explain the key rules and messages. How is this different to the Bible? How is it different to the Qu’ran?

Extra information:
Information and ideas for activities can be found in the Qur’an Unit from the BDBE Islam CD they include looking at a Qur’an and Qur’an stand talking about the way in which the Qur’an is handles, the Arabic language and learning the scripture by heart. 
Also in the Torah Unit from the BDBE Judaism CD the suggested activities include handling scrolls, looking at photographs of scrolls in the synagogue, making scrolls and a yad and learning about how the scrolls are written in the Hebrew language. 

It is important that the children learn religious vocabulary that enables them to describe the key features of the holy books in faiths other than Christianity. 
The children need to be able to identify the similarities and differences between the content and treatment of the holy books, as well as make links between the content and the beliefs of the people following that faith. 

The Sikh scripture is a book called the Guru Granth Sahib
There are some clear similarities and differences that can be identified between Christianity and Sikhism.
The tenth Guru, Guru Gobind Singh declared that there would be no other living Gurus but instead Sikhs could look to their holy scriptures for guidance, so the holy book became the 'Guru' (teacher).
The Guru Granth Sahib is a collection of teachings and writings by Guru Nanak and other Gurus made up of 1430 pages (Ang) 3,384 hymns and is always exactly the same. It is treated with great respect just like a living Guru. In the morning, the Guru is woken up from sleep (Sukhasan) and a prayer is done in front of it whilst standing (Ardaas) to ask the Guru to give the devotees orders for the day (Hukamnama). At the end of the day the Guru is put to bed.
These scriptures are written in Punjabi and are thought of as the living word of God. If it is not in use it is wrapped in decorative silks and placed on a raised platform under a canopy in the place of worship. During the day the book is opened on cushions (manji). If it is not being read it may be covered with a cloth called a rumalla. Whilst it is being read a fly whisk called a chauri (a sign of authority) may be waved over it. 
Sikhs take off their shoes in the presence of the holy scriptures and also never turn their back on them.
At every festival, the scriptures are read continuously from beginning to end, which takes about 48 hours. 
For Sikhs, the Guru Granth Sahib is always at the centre of their lives, giving guidance in all situations.
Share this information with the children and together work out the similarities and differences between the Bible and the Guru Granth Sahib. For example do Christians take off their shoes in the presence of the Holy Scriptures? Why? Why not? Is the Bible ever read continuously read continuously from beginning to end during a festival? Why? Why not? Would a Christian agree with a Sikh that their holy book is always at the centre of their lives? Why? Why not?  

You may find ‘RE ideas Sacred Words’ pub. RE Today Services ISBN 978 1910261033 a useful resource for lesson content. 





	By the end of this unit pupils will know that: 

	
	the Bible is the Christian holy book.

	
	the Bible is made up of a library of books.

	
	the Bible is in two sections the Old Testament and the New Testament.

	
	owning a Bible is very important to Christians.

	
	the Bible contains God’s big story from the beginning through to the kingdom of God.

	
	people of other faiths have different holy books and there are some similarities and differences between these books and the Bible.

	By the end of this unit pupils are expected to be able to: 


	
	talk about the Bible and why it is Holy.

	
	talk about why the clergy think it is Holy.

	
	talk about why owning a bible is very important to Christians worldwide.

	
	make links between the books of the bible and God’s big story.

	
	reflect on the story of Mary Jones and consider ways in which they can make a difference.

	
	name and talk about the holy books from faiths other than Christianity









	I know: 
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	that the Bible is the Christian holy book.
	
	

	that the Bible tells God’s big story.
	
	

	that the Bible is a library of books.
	
	

	that the Bible is the world’s best seller. 
	
	

	about people who struggle to have a bible of their own.
	
	

	that people of other faiths have different holy books.
	
	

	I can: 
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	tell you about the stories found in the Bible.
	
	

	tell you why the Bible is so important to Christians.
	
	

	tell you about the Qumran scrolls and Mary Jones.
	
	

	name the holy books from other faiths.
	
	

	describe the similarities and differences between the Bible and other holy books. 
	
	

	
	
	



Resources
Reflection and Response CD

[image: Gideon Bible]Gideon BibleLook carefully, what do you notice?
What questions would you like to ask the person who owns this Bible?
Is this a complete Bible?
Which stories can be found in this Bible?
What does the little symbol represent on the front cover?
Why are there several bookmarks?







The Qumran Scrolls
Imagine you are the boy who found these Scrolls. 
What would you tell your friends?
Why do you think they had been hidden?
Why are these Scrolls so important?
What do you think they look like?

[image: HolyLand07 175]




	
The full resources can be found on the Reflection and Response CD


[image: small upper room]
Picture the Story
Within the large picture of the story of the Last Supper many stories from the Old and New Testaments can be found, explored and linked together to create a bigger picture of God’s plan and purpose for his people. Here are a few suggestions but the list is by no means complete. The people, places and objects can be linked to more than one story or concept, but take care not to get in a muddle, only use one at a time. 
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