[image: ]                     RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SYLLABUS FOR CHURCH SCHOOLS 

	Unit: 2.2 Christmas. Why was the birth of Jesus such good news?

Suggested number of hours 4

	Christian Concepts
God – Creation – Fall – People of God – INCARNATION – Gospel – Salvation – Kingdom of God

	The aim of this unit is to:
· look at the story of Christmas from the perspective that it was good news then and now.


	Christian Values
Hope
Love
Faith 

	Key Skills
Empathy
Interpret

	Key Questions  

· [bookmark: _GoBack]How is good news delivered?
· Who passes on good news?
· Why was the birth of Jesus good news?
· Why is this news so important?
· What difference did it make to the world?
· How did the good news spread further?
· How is this good news told today?
· How is this good news celebrated today?
· The news is very old, how can it still be good news? 
· What do angels do?
· What do angels look like? 


	Key Vocabulary   
Good news, Elizabeth, Zechariah, Jesus, Mary, Angel Gabriel, Joseph, shepherds and Bethlehem.


	Key Experiences
Sending and receiving good news.
Discussing angels and looking at artwork.
Hearing the stories and considering the answers to the key questions.


	Link to Understanding Christianity 
Understanding Christianity Unit 1.3 Why does Christmas matter to Christians?

	To Begin with 
Begin with the children’s own experiences of good news.
Use circle time to listen to each others news.
There may be some good national or world news.
Watch a few short extracts from BBC Newsround. Was that good news or bad? Why?
Then discuss what the difference is between news and good news.
How is good news delivered?
Who passes on good news?
Record in your class RE scrapbook
Create a news desk in the role play corner.
Arrange for the children to receive good news letters from their family. They must then write a good newsletter in reply.
(Cross Curriculum Link – Literacy) 
Send e-mails and text messages, look at carefully chosen newspapers and make contributions to the school and church newsletters. If your school has a twitter account then you could send a good news tweet every day throughout December. 
Record in your class RE scrapbook
How does God send news/messages?
In the Old Testament God speaks through prophets and dreams however, in the nativity story his main mode of communication is the angels.
Can the children remember the story?
Discuss together and make notes on your interactive white board.







Explore the Text 

Tell the story of the angel visiting Zechariah. (Luke 1:5-25)  
Do the children know this story?  Zechariah had a big surprise! The angel Gabriel told him good news. (Luke 1:19) 
Think of different ways, including modern technology, that Zechariah could use to tell Elizabeth the good news (remember that he could not speak).
Write an email to Elizabeth from Zechariah retelling the story.
Record Individually
The Angel Gabriel visited Mary and delivered God’s special message to her (Luke 1:26-38).  Enjoy listening to several different retellings of this story and then dramatise it. You could watch a clip of film from ‘The Nativity Story’. (2006) 
What news did the angel bring?
Record Individually
Imagine how Mary felt in this situation.
What questions would the children like to ask Gabriel and Mary?
Record Individually
There are a lot of paintings interpreting this event. Look at a selection of them. The children could add speech and thought bubbles to the pictures.
Record in groups and put in your class RE scrapbook.

A multitude of heavenly angels appeared to the shepherds announcing the good news.
Listen to the Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s Messiah 
Watch the clip of the shepherds from the film ‘The Nativity Story’ (2006).
The Friends and Heroes song ‘He Chose the Shepherds’ with film, found on You Tube, tells the whole story but focuses on the experiences of the shepherds.

Discuss the reaction of the shepherds.
What would have been your reaction? Take a photo of the children’s facial expressions and add speech and thought bubbles.
Record in your class RE scrapbook
Why did God choose to tell the shepherds this good news?
What news did the shepherds spread? I think the shepherds said…….
Why did they tell everyone?
What would have happened if they had kept the news a secret?
Record Individually
Imagine and create the newspaper headlines for the ‘Bethlehem Times’ telling everyone the good news of the Christmas story.
Work in groups and record in your class RE scrapbook.





Discover the impact

Why is this good news so important? What is the good news? Jesus the son of God (incarnation) came to save people and mend their friendship with God (salvation). Everyone who believes in him when they die, will spend eternal life in heaven with God. Jesus teaches the people the right way to live their lives. He shows them the way to God. 
What difference did it make to the world?
Record Individually
How did the good news spread further? Firstly Jesus preached the good news (Matthew 4:23, 9:35, 11:5, Luke 4:43 and 7:22). Then the disciples and followers of Jesus shared the good news (Acts 5:42) 
How is this good news told today?
How is this good news celebrated today?
Look at the Christmas celebrations and notices at your local churches. Is there any mention of good news? In what ways do Christians remember that Christmas is about the good news and not simply about gifts and Santa?   

The news is very old, how can it still be good news?
Record Individually

What do angels look like? What do angels do?
There are many images of the annunciation recreated by artists around the world.
Are there any images of angels in your church?
Look at lots of pictures of angels from Christian artwork including Renaissance painting, sculpture, Christmas cards and Christmas nativity storybooks. 
Don’t forget the Angel of the North in Gateshead.
Is that really what angels look like?
Have fun creating angels using a variety of art medium.
Ask the children to write a job description for an angel. Cross curricular link – Literacy 
Record Individually don’t forget to take photos








Make the Connection

How do we feel when we receive good news?
How do we feel when we pass on good news?
Who did Mary tell? Were they happy?
Record comments in your class RE scrapbook

Are there any questions the children would like to ask? How does the good news about a baby travel today? In what ways could you share the good news this Christmas? Come up with some ideas as a class and then be creative! Posters, banners, cards etc. 




Dive Deeper

Mark’s gospel does not record the Christmas story, however in several translations it opens with the words “This is the beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ the Son of God”, Mark 1:1.
Why is it so important that the message of Jesus is proclaimed as the good news? Does calling his life story good news rather than “this is the story” or “here is the message” make a difference? 
Discuss and record the pupils’ ideas in your class RE scrapbook.




	By the end of this unit pupils will know that: 

	
	Christmas is a celebration of the good news.

	
	angels are the Good news bringers.

	
	we (Christians) believe that the good news is that Jesus is the saviour of the world.

	
	we (Christians) believe that the content of the Christmas story is good news.

	
	the good news impacts on the world then and now. 

	
	

	By the end of this unit pupils are expected to be able to: 


	
	retell the Christmas story, including the story of Zechariah.

	
	talk about their own feelings and experiences of good news.

	
	ask and respond sensitively to questions about the experiences of Mary and the shepherds.

	
	




	I know: 
	[image: ]
	[image: ]

	that we believe that the birth of Jesus is good news.
	
	

	that angels brought the good news to Zachariah, Mary and the shepherds. 
	
	

	that we believe Jesus is the saviour of the world. 
	
	

	
	
	

	I can: 
	[image: ]
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	ask good questions about the Christmas story. 
	
	

	tell you all about what happened to Zachariah. 
	
	

	tell you the Christmas story.
	
	

	talk about the message of the angels.
	
	

	describe the different ways artists portray angels.
	
	

	talk about the ways we share the good news at Christmas time.
	
	

	
	
	



Resources
Reflection and Response CD
Carved Wooden Angel
[image: Wooden angel]
Why do you think the carving of an angel was placed at the foot of the pulpit?
What message would you like an angel to bring to us now?











Would you like to visit this place?

What would it be like to walk in these mountains?








The Angels visit the Shepherds
[image: HolyLand07 068]How do you think the shepherds felt when the angels appeared?
How would you have felt?
What news did the shepherds spread?
Imagine you were one of the shepherds and recount what you did after the angels came.






The full resources can be found on the Reflection and Response CD



The Last Supper
[image: ]There is a toy angel lying on the floor. This was deliberately included in the picture so that reference could be made to the Christmas story. It is important that the children put together all the pieces of the big story.





© Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education 2017Unit 2.2 Page 2

image1.png




image2.png




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg




image6.JPG
THE CHURCH | CHURCH
OF ENGLAND DIFFERENT
ORLD

Diocese of Manchester | W




