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	Unit: 2.3 Jesus, friend to everyone
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Suggested number of hours 6

	Christian Concepts
God – Creation – Fall – People of God – Incarnation – GOSPEL – Salvation – Kingdom of God

	The aim of this unit is to:
· enjoy these stories of Jesus’ Miracles and to increase the children’s awareness that Jesus was an extraordinary person who welcomed everyone as a friend.


	Christian Values
Friendship
Compassion
Faith
Hope 

	Key Skills  
Interpret
Empathise
Reflect 

	Key Questions  
· What is a miracle?
· Why are these stories important?
· Why did Jesus welcome everyone?
· I wonder how it felt to meet Jesus? 
· What did Jesus want us to learn from his behaviour?
· What do these stories reveal about Jesus?


	Key Vocabulary   
Miracle, New Testament, Gospels, faith and trust


	Key Experiences
Art work interpretation of Jesus and the children.
Using drama to explore feelings and experiences.
Considering how the events in these stories connect to Christian belief.

	Link to Understanding Christianity 
Understanding Christianity Unit 1.4 What is the good news Jesus brings?

	To Begin with 
Who did Jesus make friends with?
Create a list of all the people the children can remember.
Record in your class RE scrapbook
Jesus made friends with everyone. 
He made time to speak to everyone, especially those who were considered by others, as not worthy of being spoken to by anyone
These stories remind us of Jesus’ love for people of all ages and from any social background.




Explore and Discover  - Text, Impact, Connection - all three of these elements are combined in the unit content, therefore to plan your lessons simply follow the activities below in the order they are written.   

Jesus and the children (Mark 10:13-16)
In Jesus’ time children were not thought of with any high regard. So when people brought their children to be blessed by Jesus several adults tried to stop them. However, Jesus told them to let the children come to him.
Many images of Jesus welcoming the children can be found through Google. Show several of these pictures to the children and ask them to decide which ones truly reflect Jesus’ actions and teaching.
Working together in groups they can create their own interpretation (in an art medium of their choice) of this event in the life of Jesus and then talk about it. Take photos.
(Cross Curriculum Link – Art)

The Ten Lepers (Luke 17:11-19)
There is an excellent retelling of this story in The Lion Storyteller Bible – Bob Hartman. 
Retell the story using drama, mime or dance.
Use movement and facial expressions to interpret the hurt and rejection felt by the lepers. Then change these expressions to reflect the new feelings of the people after they were healed.
Take photos for your class RE scrapbook that can be annotated by the children.
Discuss situations within the children’s own experiences when they have felt rejected and hurt and then ‘wounds’ have been healed.
Hot seat the leper who came back to say thank you.
Take photos for your class RE scrapbook 
What was their life like before? 
What was their life like after they were healed?
Why did Jesus stop and help them?
Write a thank you letter to Jesus from the leper who came back to say thank you.  Record Individually
Why is saying thank you so important?
Do you always remember to say thank you?
Why did the other lepers forget? 
Record Individually “I think that…”

Blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52, Luke 18:35-43)
Before telling the story, play games using blindfolds and feely bags. Hopefully this will help the children to empathise with Bartimaeus. 
Tell the story and talk about the ways in which Bartimaeus’ life was transformed. Record this discussion.
Everyday people walked passed and ignored him. On that day, Jesus took notice. Jesus saw him, listened and helped. Why?
I wonder how Bartimaeus felt when Jesus spoke to him. 
Record Individually “I think that…”
In today’s world, this would be a sensational news story.
What would be the headline?
Re-write the story in the style of a newspaper report. 
Record Individually

There are several stories of Jesus healing people with sensory impairment including Healing the deaf mute. (Mark 7:31)
I wonder what the man most enjoyed hearing for the first time?
I wonder what his first words would have been?

The man lowered through the roof (Luke 5:17-26)
Use the scene from The Miracle Maker film to watch this story.
Why did the four men do this for their friend? 
How did the man feel as he was lowered?
How did the man feel when Jesus spoke to him? 
How did he feel as he walked out of the house?
What were the disciples/crowd/owner of the house thinking? 
Write answers to these questions from the point of view of the characters on thought bubble shapes.
Record Individually
Hot seat different characters from the story.
Record in your class RE scrapbook
Plot the events of the story on a feelings graph.
Record Individually

Make a 3D model of the men lowering their friend through the roof of the house. (Cross curricular link – Design and technology) 




In conclusion 
In what ways do these stories show Jesus was a friend to everyone?
Record Individually
How do these stories help us to understand Jesus and the character of Jesus?  
I wonder how and why did Jesus did these things to help these people?
Why did he speak to everyone?
What did Jesus want us to learn from his behaviour?
Record Individually
How do these stories connect to what we know about Christian beliefs? 
How do these stories support the belief that Jesus is the Son of God?
Do any of these stories help us to understand and explain Christian beliefs?
Record the children’s ideas in your class RE scrapbook

Look at the work of the Salvation Army and the charity Barnardo’s. How do members of these organisations reflect the behaviour of Jesus?
In what ways do they show hospitality and welcome everyone? 
Are there any activities or groups that take place in your church that show Jesus’ teaching in action? e.g. a luncheon club for the elderly, a special needs group, toddler groups open to everyone, messy church involving meals open to everyone. There may be a project helping refugees or asylum seekers. 



	By the end of this unit pupils will know that: 

	
	the stories covered in this unit can be found in the gospels in the New Testament.

	
	we (Christians) believe that Jesus miracles reveal him to be the Son of God.

	
	we (Christians) believe that we should welcome everyone and try to be a friend of all as Jesus was. 

	
	

	By the end of this unit pupils are expected to be able to: 


	
	talk about their own feelings and experiences. 

	
	retell the stories covered in this unit.

	
	make the connection between the Bible stories and Christian belief. 

	
	talk about the work of Christian charities and make the connection to Jesus teaching and actions. 

	
	





	I know: 
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	that the stories we have read can be found in the Gospels in the New Testament. 
	
	

	we believe the miracles reveal Jesus as the Son of God.
	
	

	that Jesus was teaching us to be a friend to everyone. 
	
	

	
	
	

	I can: 
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	retell the stories about Jesus covered in this unit.
	
	

	tell you how these stories reveal Christian beliefs about Jesus.
	
	

	talk about my own experiences and feelings.
	
	

	respond sensitively to questions about my own and others experiences and feelings.
	
	

	make links between the way a person behaves and what that person believes.
	
	

	
	
	



Resources
Reflection and Response CD

Jesus heals the Blind Man 
[image: ]What is happening in the stained-glass picture?
I wonder how the blind man felt before and after he met Jesus?
How would the blind man’s life be changed?


For pictures relating to this unit see Reflection and Response unit 1.4 
The full resources can be found on the Reflection and Response CD
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