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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Unit 2.4 Easter: How do Symbols help us to understand the story? 

Suggested number of hours 5 

	Christian Concepts
God – Creation – Fall – People of God – Incarnation – Gospel – SALVATION – Kingdom of God

	The aim of this unit is to: 
· give children an understanding that symbols are pictures or objects with a deeper meaning and a story to tell. 
· extend pupils knowledge of the details of the Easter story.  
· develop pupil’s understanding of the importance of Easter and the concept of salvation.

	Christian Values
Faith 
Hope
Love

	Key Skills
Investigate 
Interpret
Reflect

	Key Questions  
· How do symbols help us to understand the meaning of the story?
· What do you think this means?
· Why is Easter the most important festival in the Christian calendar?
· What has saving people and rescue got to do with Jesus and Easter?


	Key Vocabulary   
Cross, crucifix, Paschal candle, resurrection, Last Supper, Eucharist, symbol, Light of the World, sacrifice and celebration.  

	Key Experiences
The Symbolism of the Paschal candle.
Look at a variety of crosses and make one. 


	Link to Understanding Christianity 
Understanding Christianity 1.5 Why does Easter matter to Christians?

	To Begin with 
As a focus for this unit create an Easter display using pictures, cards, food, crosses, storybooks (religious and secular), lambs, chicks, eggs, bread, bunnies, nails, dice and thorns. Also spring flowers, yellow and white fabric, chocolate eggs and bunting etc.  Include a few objects and pictures connected with rescue, such as a lifeboat and life buoy because Jesus came to save and rescue humankind (salvation).

Begin with a discussion about the children’s experiences of celebrations in general.
When do we celebrate?     
Where do we celebrate? 
How do we celebrate?      
Why do we celebrate?
Favourite celebrations, seasonal celebrations, cultural celebrations and so on.
Record in your class RE scrapbook
Christian people all over the world are preparing to celebrate Easter. When? Why? How? Where? 
Refer to your display. Add to your display a globe and pictures of Christians around the world celebrating Easter. 
There are many things on display but which of these items truly represent and symbolise the real reason for our Easter celebrations?  
Record in your class RE scrapbook
Go through each of the items briefly, some will be a clear, “yes” and others, “no” however there could be a few, “mmm, well, may be”.




Explore the Text 
So what do the children already know about Easter, and what more would they like to find out?  Record in your class RE scrapbook.
Easter is the most important festival in the Christian Calendar. Why? Record in your class RE scrapbook.
How do the Christian symbols of Easter help us to answer that question and understand the deeper meaning of the story?
Using a detailed version retell the Easter story to ensure that the children know it well.
Record individually a retell of the Easter story (literacy link).

Discover the impact
Introduce the Paschal candle – show the children either a genuine Paschal candle or a picture. The Paschal candle is a large white candle used in western Christianity. A new Paschal candle is blessed and lit each year in church at Easter, used for the whole of the Easter season and then on special occasions throughout the year.
The symbols on the candle include the light, the cross, the alpha and omega, the year and the five grains of incense.
What are the meanings of these symbols?
The flame is the risen Jesus, the light of the world. When lit the candle symbolises Jesus presence in the midst of his people. 
The cross is always central.
The alpha and omega, the first and the last, what does that mean? Why is it on the candle?
The current year represents God present with his people all through the year. 
The five grains of incense (usually red) represent the five wounds of Christ.

Look at pictures of several different Paschal candles. (Photo in the picture folder)They are similar but different. Why? Which additional symbols have been used? Why? Record Individually

Ask the children to design a Paschal candle with symbols telling Jesus’ story and another with symbols telling their story.
Record Individually

The Cross – look at a variety of crosses from around the world. 
‘Across the World’ published by BRF (ISBN 1 84101 264 5) is a brilliant resource.
Many of the crosses have a story accompanying them.
Which cross do they like best?  Why?
Why are they all different and yet the same?
Use a variety of art mediums to create a display of crosses in your classroom or hall.
Don’t forget to take photos
Ask the children to explain in their own words the symbolism of the cross.
Record Individually
Seeing the cross reminds us of the Story of Easter and what Christians believe – that Jesus died to save us because he loves us. 

In groups or as individuals make a cross shaped jigsaw puzzle of the Easter Story and use it to retell the story to younger children. Take photos of the storytelling.  

Finally explore the symbolism of the Bread and the Wine – 
Place a chalice and paten on a table and ask the children what they think they are, what they are used for and who uses them.
Next put a small bread roll onto the paten and a small bunch of red grapes into the chalice. What do the children think now? Does that change their answers to the questions? 
Make notes of the children’s comments
Show a film clip of the Last Supper. (eg The Miracle Maker or BBC The Passion or from YouTube)

Although the children’s experience of the Eucharist may be limited, it is important to link Jesus’ words at the Last Supper to the words and actions of the Eucharist/Communion/Mass that takes place in churches worldwide.
The bread and wine are significant symbols of Easter.
Read again the story of the Last Supper pausing deliberately when Jesus refers to the bread and wine. 
The Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education Last Supper poster shows Jesus with the bread and wine.

Ask a member of the clergy to visit school and talk about the words of Jesus and the words they say during the church service. 
Why does the vicar/priest/minister say these words? 
Why does the vicar/priest/minister break the bread? 
Do the children have any other questions?
Record the visit in your class RE scrapbook.

The story of the Last Supper could be dramatized, freeze framed, photographed and feelings discussed. Captions, speech bubbles and thought bubbles could be added to the photographs.
Record in your class RE scrapbook. 

The Godly Play, ‘The Good Shepherd and the World Communion’ could be useful here.

Make the Connection
Ask the children to describe and explain why Easter is important to Christians. 
Follow this by asking what the children like best about Easter and what they consider to be important about Easter.
Record Individually
YouTube BBC Teach ‘What is Easter?’ Religious Studies My Life My Religion: Highlights the Easter symbols.

Enjoy some symbolic Easter food e.g. hot cross buns, Simnel cake and chocolate eggs! Talk about the symbolism of the food as you eat. 
Don’t forget to take photos

Together recreate your display into one that is full of objects, words and pictures etc. that symbolise the true meaning of Easter. 
Reflect particularly on the objects connected with rescue. Why are they there? What has saving people and rescue got to do with Jesus and Easter?
Record pupils comments in your class RE scrapbook.

Dive Deeper
Think further about the cards you have on display. Who might send them? Why? Which of the cards would a Christian choose? Why?
Have a look at the range of Children’s Easter Story books and carry out a review using a list of criteria decided beforehand. Are these books about the true meaning of Easter? 
Can a story book reflect the message of Easter without mentioning the Bible story? 
What ingredients does the storybook need to contain to really explain/explore the true meaning of Easter? 
Record as a group. 
	By the end of this unit pupils will know that: 

	
	there are different objects and symbols used to help explain and understand the meaning of Easter.

	
	the Easter story is central to Christian belief. 

	
	the death and resurrection of Jesus is part of God’s salvation plan. 

	By the end of this unit pupils are expected to be able to:

	
	identify and name some of the symbols of Easter.

	
	retell the Easter story.

	
	talk about their own experiences of Easter celebrations.

	
	use religious vocabulary to simply describe what the symbols of Easter mean.

	
	describe briefly why Christian people celebrate Easter.

	
	explain what they think to be the most important thing about Easter.






	I know: 
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	[image: ]

	that there are different objects and symbols used to help explain and understand the meaning of Easter.
	
	

	that the Easter story is central to Christian belief.
	
	

	why the Easter story is central to Christian belief. 
	
	

	that we (Christians) believe that Jesus died to save humankind and this is part of God’s salvation plan.
	
	

	
	
	

	I can: 
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	identify and name some of the symbols of Easter e.g. Cross, bread and wine. 
	
	

	retell the Easter story. 
	
	

	describe simply what the symbols of Easter mean.
	
	

	describe briefly why Christian people celebrate Easter.
	
	

	talk about my own experiences of Easter celebrations.
	
	

	explain what I think is the most important thing about Easter.
	
	



Resources
Reflection and Response CD
Simnel Cake 
[image: DSCN5310]I wonder why Easter is celebrated with a rich spicy fruit cake?
What do the eggs represent?
The marzipan balls represent the Disciples.
There are only eleven. Why?


Lamb
[image: lamb July 08]The lamb is a symbol of new life and sacrifice.
I wonder why Jesus was called the ‘lamb of God’?
Why is the symbol of the lamb used at Easter time?


The full resources can be found on the Reflection and Response CD

The Last Supper 
[image: ]How many signs and symbols can be found in this picture?
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