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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Unit 2.5 Why is the church a special place for Christians? 

Suggested number of hours 10 (6 + 4)

	Christian Concepts
God – Creation – Fall – PEOPLE OF GOD – Incarnation – GOSPEL – Salvation – KINGDOM OF GOD 
In this unit pupils will discover the connection between the holy places of the Old Testament (PEOPLE OF GOD) and the building of places of worship. They will make links between the church building and the GOSPEL, beginning to understand that the church is a body of people.  

	The aim of this unit is to:
· give pupils an understanding of ‘church’ as a holy place and a body of people.
· begin developing in pupils an understanding of what happens in church and why.
· give pupils an opportunity to begin exploring places of worship other than a church.

	Christian Values
Faith 
Respect 
Reverence 

	Key Skills
Reflect 
Investigate 
Apply

	Key Questions  
· What makes a place special?  Where is your special place?
· What do you think makes a Church a special place?
· Why is the church a special place for Christians?
· Why/when do people go to Church?  What happens in the Church?
· What makes a place holy/sacred?
· Why do people of other faiths have their own special buildings?
· Why do people build special places to meet and worship?


	Key Vocabulary   
Church, Vicar, Minister, pews, font, altar, stained glass, worship, holy, sacred, Mosque, minaret tower, Temple, ark, Gurdwara, and langar.


	Key Experiences
To visit the church and meet the clergy.
An opportunity to sense the atmosphere of a special holy place.
Answering the key questions.

	Link to Understanding Christianity 
There is no direct link to an Understanding Christianity Unit




	To Begin with 
Ask the children to think of special places they enjoy.  
Why are they special?  What do they do there?  Why/when do they visit them?  Who goes with them? Is anyone allowed to visit with them?
How do they feel when they are sitting in their special place?
Are there places where they feel happy/sad/thoughtful/calm/excited?
Where is the friendliest place the children have ever visited?
Where is the most amazing place/building they have ever visited?
Have they ever visited a place that made them go ‘Wow’?
Can they think of the names of any places that are special for others? – This may lead to talking about places of worship/holy places.
Record individually

Together transform a corner of the classroom into a special place.
What resources will be needed to do this? 
As part of the display make a book of drawings and/or photos of the children’s special places. 

Ask the question ‘Why is the church a special place for Christians?  
Mention briefly that there are other places of worship special to people of different faiths. Show pictures, refer to places locally. You may have children in your class who worship in a mosque or temple. Give them a short time to talk about their special place of worship and then explain that you will be asking them to talk more in a few weeks’ time. If would be good if they could bring some photos of their holy place. 




Explore the Text 
You have thought about the children’s own special place and begun to talk about holy places of worship. Explore the following special/holy places talked about in the Bible. 

Old Testament 
Jacob’s dream - Genesis 28:10-22 – read the story and discuss.
In Genesis 28:17 Jacob says, ‘How awesome is this place!’
Paint pictures of Jacob’s dream. What did this awesome place look like?
Record individually (Art curriculum link) 
Moses and the people of God build the Tabernacle (Tent of meeting) to house the Ark of the Covenant. Exodus 26 gives an amazing description. Moses goes into the tent to meet with God (Numbers 7:89) What do Moses and God talk about?  
Record as a class or in groups.
Use a small pop up tent as a tent of meeting/prayer tent. The children can sit inside the tent and say/write a prayer.
In the tabernacle the lamps are lit and kept burning as a symbol of the presence of God. Why does the light remind people of the presence of God? Where else can we see the presence of God? What else or who else reminds us of the presence of God? 
Record in pictures 
New Testament 
Jesus went to quiet places to pray and meet with God (Luke 6:12).
Look at photographs of the countryside around Galilee. Why would a mountainside be a special place for Jesus to go to pray?
Record in your class RE scrapbook.

Discover the impact
Eventually about 300 years after Jesus resurrection and Pentecost, Christians began to build special places in which to meet and worship God.
Collect pictures of churches from all around the country, the inside and the outside, along with people taking part in church services. 
This could be presented as a collage or Power Point. 
There are several good quality short films ion the RE:Quest website www.request.org.uk 
Why is the church a special place?  For whom is it special?  Why?  
Follow this by discussing why the church is special for your school.
Ask these questions before and after your visit.
What will you find in the church? What happens in the church?
Visit the local church and ask the clergy to show you round, explaining the furniture, artefacts, vestments and services. Include the font, altar, pulpit, lectern and pews. Along with kneelers, silverware, candles, organ and noticeboards. Why are they there? What are they used for? Who uses them? When? Link the furniture and artefacts to actions and beliefs.
Include the outside features of the building as well as the inside. Is there a tower or a steeple? Is there a church yard to explore? 
Don’t forget to have some questions ready to ask.
Record these questions in your class RE scrapbook and take photographs.
Connect the furniture and objects in the church to Bible stories. Eg Altar – the Temple, the Last Supper; Font – Jesus’ Baptism; Lectern – Jesus’ teaching. 
Go on a sensory exploration of the church.  
Sit in silence and ask the children to use their eyes, nose and ears.
When they look really carefully, what can they see? There may be small interesting details in the stained glass, or carvings in the pulpit and lectern. Encourage the children to ask questions and wonder. What makes them smile? What puzzles them? What can they smell? If possible, and allergies allow, ask the clergy to burn a small amount of incense. What can they hear? Silence? If possible experience the silence followed by filling the church with music.  
Give them the opportunity to quietly explore the church with a partner. Give each pair a a blindfold and then ask them to take turns leading their partner around the church while the blindfolded child uses their hands to touch gently the different pieces of furniture. To feel the wood, stone and textiles.
Play a variety of examples of Christian music and ask the children to describe how the music makes them feel and the effect it has on the atmosphere in the church.
These responses can be recorded in in your class RE scrapbook.
Take photographs.
If possible invite other members of the congregation to meet the children and explain what they do in church e.g. organist, bell ringers, readers, churchwardens.
When you return to the classroom challenge the children to draw a plan of the church from memory labelling the key features. If the weather is fine it would be fun to do this using chalk on the playground.
Don’t forget to take photos.  
You could also make models of the church/artefacts using play dough, clay or junk modelling. (Link to DT Curriculum)

Make the Connection
Give the children, in groups or individually, a folded A3 activity sheet in the shape of the church.
Then ask them to record their responses to these questions:-
How did being in church make them feel?
What do they think is old, new or holy? 
What do they find is beautiful?
What have they seen for the first time?
What makes them happy? What makes them sad?
What did they like/dislike about the church?
What did they find most interesting?
How is it different from other places they have visited?  Why?  
What is the most important thing/place inside the church?
Record individually ‘I think.... because…..
Christians believe that the presence of Jesus is with them always and everywhere but they particularly think about and focus on this belief when they are in church. Why?
Discuss this belief with the children. 
Have they ever felt Jesus’ presence in church?
Explore the idea that they are members of the class wherever they are.  They do not need to be in the classroom. They are all members of a family whatever their location.  
The Bible tells us that the church is made up of people – it is not just a building.  People can be the church wherever they are and wherever they meet.  When the church began, there were no buildings only people.
To make a visual interpretation of this concept ask the children to draw all the people they know who go to church and make them into a collage of a church shaped building.
Take a photo of your display
Challenge pupils to design a new church. 
What do the children think a new 21st Century church should look like?
What would they like to see inside this new church?
Let them use their imaginations, but there must be some kind of font and altar. 




Dive Deeper
In some churches a lamp is lit all the time, this practice can be traced back to the Tabernacle and the time of Moses. The lamp is usually found in the sanctuary of the church near a cupboard called the Aumbry. 
Why? 
What is in the cupboard?
Ask a member of the clergy to show you and explain. 


	[image: World Faiths]Where do people of other faiths worship?
Non-Christian Faith Unit – Places of worship                4 hours.

	After your time spent exploring the church, refer to the places of worship special to people of different faiths that you mentioned in your discussions at the beginning. Give opportunity to pupils of faiths other than Christianity to show their pictures and talk about their holy places.

Choose places to explore appropriate to your local community and particularly in Lancashire it would be important to look at Mosques. 

Information and ideas for activities can be found in the Mosque Unit from the Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education Islam CD and the Synagogue Unit from the Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education Judaism CD.
Good practice would be to make at least one visit to a non-Christian place of worship in KS1. 
Depending on your location and the response, experience, and knowledge of the pupils you may only have time to explore in depth this aspect of one other faith and raise an awareness of others.


	Suggestions for activities and questions.
Using photographs ask pupils. 
What can you see?
What makes this place special? What makes this place holy?
To whom is this place special?
Why do people gather here to worship?
What do you want to ask? Who? Why? When?
Record in groups making notes on post it notes attached to the pictures. 

Look at the design of and furniture in the building. 
Identify the similarities and differences between this place and the church.
Record in your class RE Scrapbook

Explore the stories and beliefs behind the furniture, artefacts and symbolism of the places of worship. 
You could discover:
Why there are no pictures in a Mosque. 
Why the Torah Scroll is kept in an Ark.
Why there many statues of different gods in the Hindu temple. 

Ask and answer questions about the worship that is expressed in the building. Who? What? Why? Where? When? How? Look at photographs and clips of film. 

Examples of questions you might like to ask:
Why do worshippers remove their shoes?
Do the worshippers sing?
Are there particular times for worship?
Does everyone cover their head with a scarf? 
Do all places of worship have a programme of social activities? Why?
Are different parts of the building used for different purposes? What? 
Record in groups or as individuals.

	Cross Curriculum Links 
DT - Making of Models of places of worship and artefacts.
Literacy – Creating guide books to the places of worship.
Numeracy – Symmetry and pattern.
Art – Pattern and design.





	By the end of this unit pupils will know that: 


	
	The church is a special place where Christians meet to worship and pray. It is also the body of people not just the building. 

	
	For Christians, the church is a holy blessed space.

	
	Moses and the people of God built the Tabernacle (tent of meeting) to house the ark of the covenant. 

	
	People of other faiths have special holy places of worship, what these buildings are called, their key features, and the worship that takes place there.  

	
	

	By the end of this unit pupils are expected to be able to: 


	
	Ask good questions that reveal understanding about the church and what happens there. 

	
	Connect the features of the church to Bible Stories. 

	
	Use religious vocabulary to name and describe the features of a church building and other places of worship.

	
	Describe a few similarities and differences between places of worship.  







	
I know: 
	[image: ]
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	that the church is a special place where Christians meet to worship and pray. It is also the body of people and not just the building.
	
	

	that for Christians the church is a holy blessed space.
	
	

	the story of Moses and the people of God building the tabernacle (tent of meeting) to house the ark of the covenant.  
	
	

	that people of other faiths have special holy places of worship, what these buildings are called, their key features, and the worship that takes place there. 
	
	

	
	
	

	I can: 
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	ask good questions that reveal understanding about the church and what happens there.
	
	

	connect the features of the church to Bible Stories. 
	
	

	use religious vocabulary to name and describe the features of a church building and other places of worship.
	
	

	describe a few similarities and differences between places of worship.
	
	

	
	
	



Resources
Reflection and Response CD

The PathWho has walked along this path?
Why?
When?
Think of all the emotions of the people who have walked this path.
Does the path have any significance?

[image: P1000820]




Offertory Plate

[image: ]What do you think this plate is used for?
Can you read the words on this plate?
What do the words on the plate say?
What do they mean?
Can you think of another sentence that would be appropriate?
What else can you offer to God apart from money?









The full resources can be found on the Reflection and Response CD
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