[image: ]                     RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SYLLABUS FOR CHURCH SCHOOLS 

	Unit: 2.6 What happened at the Ascension and Pentecost? 

Suggested number of hours 4

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Christian Concepts
God – Creation – Fall – People of God – Incarnation – GOSPEL – SALVATION – KINGDOM OF GOD

	The aim of this unit is to:
· begin to develop the children’s knowledge and understanding of these two very significant events. 
· give children an opportunity to begin to explore the concept of God as three in one.
· emphasize the importance of these events in the life of Jesus and the Church, then and now.

	Christian Values
Faith
Courage
Trust

	Key Skills
Apply 
Reflect 
Synthesise 

	Key Questions  
· Why is Ascension a special celebration in the church year?
· What happened at Pentecost?
· Why is Pentecost often called the Birthday of the Church?
· How does it feel when we say goodbye?

	Key Vocabulary  
Ascension, Pentecost, Holy Spirit, disciples, power, heaven and Trinity.

	Key Experiences 
Listening to the stories of the Ascension and Pentecost.
Exploring the symbolism and power of the Holy Spirit.
Looking at pieces of art work that interpret these events.

	Link to Understanding Christianity 
There is no direct link to an Understanding Christianity Unit.

	To Begin with 
Begin by thinking about and discussing the feelings associated with saying goodbye to people. Encourage the children to talk about their own experiences of saying goodbye on different occasions. 
Goodbye can be communicated in many ways. 
Record your discussion in your class RE scrapbook.
In the story of the Ascension although it is not recorded that Jesus actually said the word, he was in fact saying goodbye to his close friends.



Explore and Discover - Text, Impact, Connection - all three of these elements are combined in the unit content, therefore to plan your lessons simply follow the activities on the following pages in the order they are written.   
Ascension Day is 40 days after Easter. 
It is one of the most important festivals in the Christian calendar. It is the day when we remember Jesus returning to heaven (ascending), leaving his disciples with the instructions to be his witnesses in all the world. Acts 1:1-11.  
Tell the story of Jesus’ Ascension into heaven using a children’s Bible. Record the story individually.

Follow on with a discussion about heaven. That is where Jesus said he was going. So what is it like? Record the children’s ideas in your class RE scrapbook.  Would a Christian agree with you?  Ask one!
Then give opportunity for their ideas and answers to be expressed by painting pictures or writing poems. Record individually

Look at pieces of art work depicting the Ascension.

Ask the children what they think is the most important part of the Ascension story. What would a Christian say was the most important part of the story? Record individually

When Jesus left he said that he would be with us always, how is that possible?

The day of Pentecost is 10 days after the Ascension. It is the third most significant date in the Christian calendar. Pentecost celebrates the arrival of the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:1-21
This is the promised helper and comforter Jesus told the disciples about before the Ascension. 

Tell the story of Pentecost using a children’s Bible. Record the story individually but use a different literary format from the one used to record the story of the Ascension.

What questions would the children like to ask about this event? 
What would it have been like to be there?
How do they think the disciples felt?
Have they ever experienced the feeling of the force of the wind or the heat of flames in a fire?
What usually happens when an object catches fire?
How is it possible to suddenly be able to speak another language? 

Look at pieces of art work that interpret this story. 
Record children’s comments in your class RE scrapbook.

Be creative, dance the story with ribbons; compose Pentecost music; using paint mix hot colours and make a display of flames; write prayers on the flames; act out the feelings and reactions of the disciples before and after the event.
Don’t forget to take photos

As we cannot see the Holy Spirit we create symbols to represent it. The dove and flames are often used. Why?
To help the children understand make a few of your own symbols for the Holy Spirit. Don’t forget to take photos and record in your class RE scrapbook.
For example use objects that create wind such as a hairdryer or electric fan to blow a flag, a paper windmill, wind chime, hair or clothes. We cannot see the wind but it is real and has effects. The Holy Spirit is the same. Find pictures which illustrate the power of the wind.
Flavoured water, scented oil, air freshener all have elements that cannot be seen but we know that they are there. 

Some toys need batteries and many musical instruments need the wind/breath to make them work and give them power. 
Christians believe that the Holy Spirit fills their hearts and daily lives by giving them love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control, these are known as the fruits of the spirit and can be found in Galatians 5:22-23. The fruits of the spirit give Christians the power to ‘work’ i.e. live according to the teaching of Jesus. The school’s core Christian values should connect to the fruits of the Spirit. Record individually in a piece of artwork the connection between the fruits of the spirit and the school’s Christian values.

Pentecost is thought of as the birthday of the church. Why?
Emphasize the number of people who became Christians that day. Have some fun and make a birthday cake and cards for your local parish church. Record in your class RE scrapbook and take photos.

Using the experiences above, as a class plan together an act of collective worship or church service, celebrating Pentecost.
Record in your class RE scrapbook and take photos.


In conclusion 
Have a discussion about God being three in one, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. There is artwork that you could use as a stimulus for your discussion or the words of prayers used in collective worship. The opening words and imagery at the start of the Godly Play Baptism may also be a useful starting point.
Record your discussions in your class RE scrapbook


	By the end of this unit pupils will know that: 

	
	we (Christians) believe that 40 days after the resurrection, Jesus ascended into heaven.

	
	we (Christians) believe that God is three in one – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

	
	the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples at Pentecost and is here with us still. 

	
	the events of Pentecost still impact on the church today.

	
	

	By the end of this unit pupils are expected to be able to: 


	
	retell the stories of Jesus’ ascension and the events of Pentecost.

	
	talk about their ideas of heaven.

	
	connect the gifts of the spirit with the school’s Christian values. 

	
	describe the symbols of the Holy Spirit.

	
	




	I know: 
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	that 40 days after the resurrection, Jesus ascended into heaven.
	
	

	that we (Christians) believe that God is three in one – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
	
	

	the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples at Pentecost and is here with us still.
	
	

	
	
	

	I can: 
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	retell the stories of Jesus’ ascension and the events of Pentecost.
	
	

	talk about my ideas of heaven.
	
	

	connect the gifts of the spirit with the school’s Christian values.
	
	

	describe the symbols of the Holy Spirit.
	
	

	talk about why Christians believe that the events of Pentecost still impact on the church today.
	
	

	
	
	




Link to Diocesan Resources 
Reflection and Response CD

Abstract Stained Glass
[image: stained glass April 16]How do you think this artist has represented Pentecost?
Are the colours chosen important?
Make your own abstract picture showing what Pentecost means to you.







WindmillImagine the wind blowing and helping the sails of this windmill to turn.  
We cannot see the wind but we know it is there. How?
Wind can make a loud sound.  Have you heard the wind?
On the day of Pentecost, ‘there was a noise like a strong wind blowing.’ (Acts 2 v 2)
How do you think the Disciples felt when the wind of the Holy Spirit blew on them?
The wind of the Holy Spirit changed them, how?
The Holy Spirit still changes people now, how?






[image: Cape Cod 008]



The full resources can be found on the Reflection and Response CD
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