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Statement of intent

Astley St Stephen's helieves that developing strong English skills are essential for progressing
across the curriculum and preparing for adult life. All teachers have a responsihility, to develop.
a solid grounding in English, a positive attitude towwrds literatwre, and a strong understanding
of language.




1. Legal framework

limited to, the following:

DPE (2014) ‘National Cwrriculum in England: English programmes of study
DJE (2013) ‘English programmes of study: key stages 1 and 2’
DJE (2020) ‘Headteachers’ standards 2020’

DPE (2023) ‘Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage

This policy operates in conjunction with the following school policies:

Pupil Code of Conduct

Spelling Policy

Curriculum Policy

Teaching and Learning Policy
Assessment Policy

Early Years Teaching and Learning Policy
Early Years Assessment Policy

2. Roles and responsihilities

The governing howrd is responsible for:

Ensuring a broud and balanced English cwrriculum is implemented. in the school.
Ensuring the school's English curriculum is accessible to- all pupils.

The headteacher is responsible for:

Establishing and sustain high-quality, expert English teaching across all phases, built
Ensuring English teaching is underpinned by high levels of expertise in English and
approuches which respect the distinct nature of English as a discipline

Ensuring effective use is made of formative assessment.

Ensuring a broud, structuwred and coherent English curriculum entitlement which sets
omthp,hwv\dedgp/ mmmmmmm
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Ensuring that all pupils are taught to read through the provision of evidence-informed
Essential Letters and Sounds.

Ensuring valid, reliable and proportionate approuches are used when assessing pupils’
Establishing and sustain culture and proctices that enable all pupils, including pupils
with SEND, to access the cwriculum and leam effectively.




The subject leader is responsible for:

Helping to expand on colleagues’ areas of expertise in English.

Communicating developments in English to teachers and the SLT, as appropriate.
Organising, providing and monitoring CPD opportunities regarding English skills.
cwricular and extracwrriculor activities.

suhsequent years.

Teachers are responsible for:

cwrriculum.
Planning lessons effectively, ensuring a range of teaching methods are used to cover

the cwrriculum.

pupils.

Monitoring the progress af pupils in their class and reporting this on an annual hasis.
Reporting any concerns regarding the teaching of the suhject to the subject leader or a
member of the SLT.

Undertaking any training that is necessary in order to effectively teach English.

The SENCO is responsible for:

Liaising with the subject leader in order to implement and develop specialist English-
based, learning, throughout the school.

with SEND.

Advising staff on how best to- support pupils’ needs.

plans.

Advising staff on the use of TAs in order to meet pupils’ needs.

Pupils are responsible for:

Ensuring they complete work on time and to the best of their ahility.
Ensuring they hehave in accordance with the Pupil Code of Conduct.




3. The national cwrriculum
The national cwrriculum will be followed for all English teaching.
During, Reception, in accordance with the ‘Statutory framework for the early years foundation

stage’, focus will he put on the seven early leaming gouls (ELGs), with the English aspect of
pupils’ work relating to- the objectives set out within the framework. The ELGs cover:

1.

Communication and language: listening, attention and understanding; and speaking.

. Personal, sotial and emotional development: self-regulation, managing self, and

building, relationshins,

. Literacy: comprehension, word, reading, and writing.
. Mathematics: numher and numerical patterns.
. Understanding the world: past and present; people, cultuwre and communities; and the

natwal world.

expressive.

Spoken language
From Years 1 to 6, pupils will be taught to:

Listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers.

Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge.

Use relevant strategies to- build their vocabulary.

Articulate and, justif , and, oninions.

Give well-structured, descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes;,
including, for & ing, Jeelings.

Maintai o and, partici ivelw in collal . ions, NG O
Use, snoker | to devel | lina t ' lating, | hesising,
imagining and exploring ideas.

Speak audibly and, fluently with an increasing command of Standard English.
Partici i di ions, ions, per? , role play, | sations and,
debates.

Gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listeners.

Consider and evoluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the




Year 1 Reading
During Year 1, pupils will he taught to:
Word reading,

Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words.

phoneme correspondences (GPCs) that have heen taught.

sound and where these occur in the word.

Read words containing taught GPCs and -s, —es, —ing, —ed, —er and -est endings.
Read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs.

Read words with contructions and understand that apostrophes represent omitted
letters.

Reread hooks to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.

Comprehension

ThrUu,ghUrwuseo;BPat}mrug&wReadmg, develop pleasure in reading, motivation to

memm@amwoﬁm stories and non-fiction at
a level beyond that at which they, can read independently.
Being encouraged, to link what they, read or hear read to their own experiences.
- Recognising and, joining in with predictable phruses.
- Leaming to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart.
- Discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known.
tfwg,uswuwby,
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inaccwrate reading.
Discussing the significance of the title and events.
Participate in discussion ahout what is read to them, taking tums and listening
to what others say.
Clearly explain their understanding of what is read to them.




Year 1 Writing,

During Year 1, pupils will be taught to:
Tronscription

Spelling

Spell words containing each gf the phonemes already taught, common exception words,
Name the letters of the alphabet in order and, use letter names to distinguish between
Add prefixes and suffixes using the spelling rule for adding -s or —es as the plural
marker for nouns and the third person singular marker for verbs; using the prefix un—;
using -ing, —ed, —er and -est where no change is needed in the spelling of the root
word.

the GPCs and common exception words taught so far.

Handwrit

Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and, correctly.
Begin to form lowercase letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the

right place

Form capital letters and digits 0-9.

Understand which letters helong to- which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are
Jormed in similar ways) and to practise these.

Composition

e Write sentences by
- Saying out loud what they are going to write about.
- Composing a sentence orally before writing it.
- Sequencing sentences to form short narratives.
- Rereading what they have written to check that it makes sense.
e Discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils.
e Read aloud their writing, clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher.

Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation

. Dwdopthwwﬂusmmoj&thzwnmsetoubmthznmwmb@
Leaving spaces bhetween words.
- Joining words and joining clauses using ‘and..
- Beginning to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, question
mark or exclamation mark.




- Using a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and the
personal pronoun T'.
- Leaming the appropriate grammar for Year 1.
e Use the grummatical terminology for Year 1 in discussing their writing.

Year 2 reading
During Year 2, pupils will be taught to:
Word reading,

Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until
Jar.

Read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences hetween
Read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, when

Comprehension

. Developpleasummrwdmg motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by:
Listening to, discussing and expressing views ahout a wide runge of
contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that
at which, they can read independently.
related.

Becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy
Being introduced to non-fiction hooks that are structured in different ways.

Discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to
Continuing to build up a repertoire of poems leant by heart, appreciating these

e Understand both the hooks that they can already read accurately and fluently and

those that they listen to by




Drawing on what they already know or on background information and
Checkmg,t}wbﬂwtextmake&mwﬁwma&ﬂwg/madand,wm@
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- Answering and asking questions.

- Predicting what might happen on the hasis of what has been read so far.
Participate in discussion ahout hooks, poems and other works that are read to them
and those that they can read for themselves, taking twmns and listening to- what others
SO,
that they listen to and those that they read for themselves.

Year 2 writing,

During Year 2, pupils will be taught to:
Transcription

Spelling

* Spallby

spelling many, correctly.
already known, and learn some words with each spelling, including a few
Learning to  spell common exception words.
Learning to spell more words with contructed, forms.
Dlstmgwshmg/bwmhmmpiwnz&and/nwrmﬂplww&

Adds&%xe&bospzulongumrd&mdudu@ -ment, —ness, —ful, —less, -ly.

Apply age-appropriate spelling rules and guidance.

the GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so far.

Handwrit

Form lowercase letters of the correct size relative to one another.

Start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and
understand which letters, when adjacent to- one another, are best left unjoined.
another and to lowercase letters.




Composition

¢ Develop positive attitudes towwrds and stamina for writing by
- Writing narratives, both real and fictional, about personal experiences and those
af others.
- Writing ahout real events.
- Writing poetry.
= Writing for different purposes.
Consider what they are going to write hefore beginning by
- Planning or saying out loud what they are going to- write about.
- Writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary.
- Encapsulating what they wunt to say, sentence by sentence.
Make simple additions, revisions and, corrections to their own writing by
- Rereading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate
clear.

Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation
. Dwdopdwwmdusmdmgo;ﬂﬂwwncepmwtcubmmmmaumbg

e Learn how to use:
- Sentences with different forms, i.e. statement, question, exclamation, command.
- Expanded noun phruses to describe and specify.
- The present and past tenses correctly and consistently, including the progressive
Jorm.
Subordination using ‘wherv, ‘i, ‘that, or ‘hecause and coordination using ‘or’,
‘and’, or ‘but.
The grammar for Year 2.
Some featuwres of written Standard English.
J UquMM@WWWWYmeWWW

Year 3 and 4 reading
During Years 3 and 4, pupils will be taught to:
Word reading,

e Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes, and etymology
and morphology, hoth to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words
they encounter.




e Read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences hetween spelling
and sound, and where these occur in the word.

Comprehension

. Dmmmmmwm@mmmm@oﬁwmmmb@
Listening to and, discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction,
and reference hooks or texthooks.

Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of
pPUPOSes.

Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read.
Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories,
Identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of hooks preparing poems
and play scripts to read aloud and to- perform, showing understanding through

intonation, tone, volume and, action.
Discussing words and phruses that captwre the reader's interest and
imagination.
Recognising some different forms of poetry.
Undersmnd,whatt}wg,read in hooks they can read independently, by:
Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and
explaining the meaning of words in context.
Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text.
these.
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to- meaning.
Retrw»@and,reoord,uﬁormaumﬂmnm}wtwn
Participate in discussion about hoth books that are read to them and those they can
read for themselves, taking twmns and listening to what others say.

Year 3 and 4 writing

During Years 3 and 4, pupils will be taught to:
Transcription

Spelling

Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them.

o Spell further homophones.
e Spell words that are often misspelt.
¢ Place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals and, in words




Use the first two or three letters of a word, to check its spelling in a dictionary.
Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and,

Handwriti

Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand
which letters, when adjacent to- one another, are best left unjoined.

I the Legibility, consi and, quality of their handwriting.

Composition

Plan their writing by
- Discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar.
- Discussing and recording ideas.
Draft and write by
- Composing and rehearsing sentences orully, including dialogue, progressively
building o varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence
structures.
Organising paragraphs around a theme.
Creating settings, charucters and plot in narratives.
Using simple organisational devices, e.g. headings and sub-headings, in non-
narrative material.
Evaluate and edit by:
- Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting
improvements.
- Proposing changes to grammar and vocobulary to improve consistency,
including the accurate use gf pronouns in sentences.
Proofread for spelling and punctuation errors.
Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate

Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation

Dwdopthurundustwmdmgo;ﬂﬂwwmepi&s&oubmﬂwmmmaumwmbg,
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Choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid
Using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause.
Using fronted adverbials.

Learning the grammar for Years 3 and 4.

IndmtegmmmaucaLand/Gthr}eambg/

- Using commas after fronted adverhials.




- Using and punctuating direct speech.
e Use and understand the grammatical terminology for Years 3 and 4 accurately and

Year 5 and 6 reading
During Years 5 and 6, pupils will be taught to:
Word, reading,

e Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes, and morphology
and etymology, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words that

they meet.
Comprehension

. memwmmmmw@mmmw
Continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide runge of fiction, poetry,
plays, non-fiction, and reference hooks or texthooks.

Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of
purposes.

Increasing their familiarity with a wide runge of hooks, including myths and
legends, traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from British literary heritage,
Recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their
choices.

Identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range
of writing.

Learning a wider range of poetry by heart.

Preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing
understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear
to an audience.

e Understand what they read hy:

- Checking that the hook makes sense to them, discussing their understanding
and exploring the meaning of words in context.
Askmga,uzstwn&btrunpmvathurundmtandmg

- Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to- meaning.




Participate in discussions about hooks that are read to them and those they can read,
cowrteously.

Jormal presentations and dehates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes
where necessary.

Provide reasoned justifications for their views.

Year 5 and 6 writing

During Years 5 and 6, pupils will be taught to:
T -
Spelling

Spell some words with ‘silent’ letters.

confused.

Use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words.

Use the first three or four letters of a word, to check spelling, meaning or both of these
in a dictionary.

Use a thesaurus.

Handwriting and presentation

Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by
- Choousing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding
- Choousing the writing implement that is hest suited for a task.

Composition

Plan their writing by
necessary.
Considering how authors have developed charucters and settings in writing
narratives that pupils have read, listened to or seen performed.
Droft and write by




Selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such
Describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating
dialogue to- convey, charucter and advance the action in narratives.
Précising longer passages.
Using a wide range of devices to- build cohesion within and across paragrophs.
Using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to
guide the reader, e.g. with headings, bullet points, and underlining.

e Evoluate and edit by:

- Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing.

- Proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects
Ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing.
Ewmwmmwmmwmm
appropriate register.

e Proofread for spelling and punctuation errors.
e Perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement
so that meaning is clear.

Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation
. Devdnpﬂwwﬂmtandmgoj&ﬂwwnwpt&satoutmtkwmﬂu@wnwﬂumb@

Uwpaswmvwb&wwmmmmtwno}m}mrmnmmwm
Using expanded noun phruses to conwey complicated information concisely.
Using modal verbs or adverhs to indicate degrees of possibility.
Using relative clauses heginning with ‘who’, ‘which/, ‘where, ‘when, ‘whose,
‘that or with an implied relative pronoun.
Learning the grammar for Years 5 and 6.

. Indwategxununammm(ﬁwnmbg,
Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid amhbiguity, in writing.
Using hyphens to avoid amhbiguity.
Using bruckets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis.
Using semi-colons, colons or dashes to- mark houndaries between independent
clauses.
Using a colon to introduce o list.
Punctuating bullet points consistently.

. medundeMﬂwgmmnaﬂwL&nmnoiow}orYemSandémwm




4, Cross-cawricular links

Where possible, the English curriculum will provide opportunities to establish links with other
cwriculum areas. This includes:

History

e Linking units of English to topics heing studied in History such as The Great Fire of
London in Year 2, Stone Age Boy in Year 3 and Star of Fear, Star of Hope in Year 6.

Geogruphy,

e Units of English enhance topics in Geography such as DKfindout! Volcanoes in Yeor 3
and Shackletorv's Joumey in Year 6.

Drama

e As well as reading, performing and viewing droma texts in English, the skills pupils
develop in oral expression and understanding narratives will build their confidence in
cinating in di ion and d . ) '
5. Teaching and assessment

Lesson planning

Planning for English in Reading, Writing and, Poetry will he taken from the Pathwuays scheme
af work, which provides a range of quality texts to study and ensures there is progression in

Throughout the school, English will he taught as a discrete lesson and as part of cross-
cuwrricular teaching when appropriate. The statutory national cwrriculuwm content from the DfE’s
‘English, programmes. of study: key stages 1 and 2', as outlined abhove, will he used as the
Lesson plans will balance visual, auditory and kinaesthetic elements used in teaching, ensuring
that all pupils with different learning styles can access the learning experience. All lessons will
Long-term planning will be used to outline the units to be taught within each year group.
o‘ogeow/e&' muml,@arrung,aotwmw and/d,ﬂerenmnm' iati Shmtrterrnplamng',wiub@uwd




Teachi

Pupils will be taught to use the correct grummar when writing and speaking, and the correct
spelling and punctuation when writing. Lessons will help. pupils develop a wide vocabulary
through a vuriety of means, including the following:

Creating displays of key words linked to specific topics and suhjects
Encouwrnging the use of dictionaries and thesauruses

Reading a vuriety of texts to explore new vocabulary

Providing one-to-one support where necessary,

Assessment

Pupils will be assessed and their progression recorded in line with the school's Assessment
writing, spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Pupils will he assessed continually throughout the year and will undertake a summative
to relevant members of staff, such as the pupil's future English teacher.

Assessment will take various forms, including the following:

Talking to pupils and, asking questions

Specif , Jor individual i

Classroom tests and formal exams using PIRA and previous SATS tests

The school will act as an exam centre for the SATs statutory assessments in English grammar,
punctuation and spelling and English reading. Lessons for Year 6 pupils will he adequately,
tailored tor prepare them for their assessments, including revision time.

Parents will be provided with a written report about their child's progress during the Summer
term every year. Reports will include information on the pupil's attitude towwrds English,
progress in reading, ability to write clearly and coherently, and the grammatical knowledge
levels they have achieved. Verhal reports will he provided at parent-teacher meetings during
the Autumn and Spring terms.




6. Equal opportunities

All pupils will be given equal access to the entire English curriculum, including a variety of

Where required, pupils with SEND and pupils with EAL will be provided with additional support

in order to fully engage with the English cwrriculwm.

Where it is inappropriate for a pupil to- participate in a lesson because of reasons related, to

any protected charucteristics, the lesson will be adapted to meet the pupil's needs and

altemative arrangements involving extra support will he provided where necessary.

The school aims to provide more academically able pupils with the opportunity to extend, their

English skills and knowledge through extension activities such as further reading material and
\ditional writi ks,

7. Monitoring and review

next scheduled, review for this policy is February 2027.




