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Geography Intent Statement
As a welcoming and inclusive family school we will embrace all members of our community. St. Stephen’s will strive to foster an enriched love of learning embodied in the Word of Christ by celebrating and nurturing a child’s full potential, for we believe that Jesus Christ is the Light of the World. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:5)

Mission Statement: St. Stephen’s is rooted in Christian faith and committed to excellence: encouraging staff to excel, pupils to flourish, and all to feel secure, valued and loved.

Intent

At Astley St Stephen’s CE Primary School, we aim to inspire pupils to become analytical and inquisitive thinkers who cumulatively develop an expansive understanding of their world. Building curiosity and deeper thinking is at the core of our approach and we aim to equip pupils with the skills to think like geographers and the knowledge to foster a deep curiosity about the world.

Our geography curriculum is aligned with the National Curriculum and is focused on developing pupils’ geographical skills, substantive knowledge and disciplinary knowledge. In addition, we emphasise skills that will benefit pupils outside the classroom, such as map reading, spatial awareness, global awareness and knowledge of environmental issues.

Understanding the world and its diverse cultures is crucial for developing pupils’ cultural capital. Our curriculum is designed to be inclusive, recognising the diverse global experiences of pupils and ensuring it meets the needs of everyone. With this in mind, each of our sequenced units seeks to level the pupils’ cultural capital through open-ended questioning and cumulative knowledge. Our curriculum also addresses local issues, encouraging pupils to become aware of and care about the environmental issues affecting their local area.

Implementation

We use the Developing Experts curriculum as a framework for clear progression. Our lessons are carefully scaffolded with visuals, key vocabulary and quizzes so that all children can take part meaningfully. Teachers foster a positive attitude towards Geography, eliciting a sense of excitement and wonder with the aim of reinforcing this attitude, as well as the expectation that all children are capable of achieving high standards in Geography. 

Teachers use a range of strategies including pre-teaching vocabulary, breaking down concepts into small steps, using sensory and hands-on activities, and providing opportunities for overlearning and repetition.

Prior knowledge and learning is discussed with the children at the beginning of each lesson,. This is all outlined on the knowledge organisers, helping to ensure that the children are aware of their own learning journey, how they are building upon their prior knowledge and encourages them to reflect on how far they have come. As the children’s knowledge and understanding develops, they become more proficient in independently selecting and using scientific equipment, obtaining and interpreting results whilst becoming increasingly confident in their growing ability to come to conclusions.

At St Stephens, we recognise the value of our children finding out the answers to their own questions themselves. This may be through fieldwork experiences or through conducting their own research.

Impact

Our geography curriculum champions curiosity. We want pupils to leave every lesson with the desire to learn more about each topic. Our curriculum encourages pupils to explore their local area and the wider world. With this in mind, instead of providing separate end-of-unit assessments, the sixth lesson in every unit functions as an open-ended assessment of pupils’ knowledge and skills. We have embedded our assessments in this way so that pupils can fully express their depth of knowledge. Teachers can use their pupils’ work to assess skills, understanding, gaps in learning and misconceptions.

In Christ: Be healthy, Be happy, Be helpful, Believe.

